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SkurcH, A. F. 1976. Parent birds and their young. Pp. xviii-+503, 116 plates. Austin & London:
University of Texas Press. £17.90.

Potential buyers should not be misled by the title of Dr Skutch’s latest book into thinking that
it is a superficial popularization cf an appealing subject. It is in fact an extraordinarily thorough
survey of the reproductive behaviour of birds, trom pair formation to the attainment of indepen-
dence by the young. No other book covers the same ground so comprehensively, A great deal of use
is made of the author’s personal observations, as would be expected of one who must have spent
more hours in a hide watching more species of birds nesting than any other ornithologist, living
or dead; but in addition there 1s extensive coverage of erature of the New World and Europe,
and ample coverage of Africa and Austr Orien: ds seem rather neglected. but in any
case they are on the whole less we d. Som a of the richness of the contents can be
gained from the fact that the ac es associated with incubation and hatching occupy six chapters
totalling 67 pages, while chapters are devoted to subjects which hardly receive more than passing
mention in the more ordi iterature on breeding behaviour, such as “The mule parent’s discovery
of the n 1gs’ and the nest’. In all of these and many other chapters there are important
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_ way. In either case, the assistance rendered is of little value but the
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This is a large and rather square book, printed on he“"y-r_i:?”"ﬁf-'good quality and well bound.
The text is in two columns, The black and white plates, mainly photographs, admi llustra
the text. Fi ing, it needs to be ut on a table or other firm surface pr¢




